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The Nomination Committee has not received any nominations of current elders to
serve as delegates to Synod 2010 (June 12-19). Councils are asked to speak to nominees
and get approval from said nominees before bringing names to the floor of Classis or to
the Nominations Committee (Chair Bill Wildeboer; email: wilelw@gmail.com or call
(403) 782-2602 or fax to (403) 782-6322).

Serving Classis
Committee of Pre-Advice for the Overture from Bethel CRC Lacombe: Delegates of First CRC
Rocky Mountain House and delegates of Ottewell CRC Edmonton.

DELEGATES PLEASE NOTE:

(1) The time schedule at the end of this document is REVISED from the one sent out
with the main Agenda.

(2) Classis will hold a discussion on the Form of Subscription on Thursday, March 11 at
3:15 p.m. Relevant documents were sent to all church councils last week by the
denominational office. You can also find them on the denomination’s website at
http://crcna.org/pages/synodical.cfm . Look under “Documents” for Form of
Subscription Revision Committee II.

Classical Interim Committee

Excerpts from CIC meeting Feb. 17, 2010; highlighted motions require Classis approval.

1.

CIC approves a motion that will allow for the workload of CIC members to be shared more
equitably.

CIC discussed a proposal to increase communications of events within CAN. Over the next
several months, CIC will define what would go in the newsletter and calendar on the website. A
formal proposal to Classis may come as early as the October 2010 Classis meetings.

Ron Knol met with CIC to update the upcoming 100" Anniversary celebrations of First CRC
Edmonton and CAN and gave the CIC some basic information on how an endowment fund with
Christian Stewardship Services (CSS) would work.

Motion: CIC recommends that Classis authorize the CIC to enter into an agreement with CSS

to set up a CAN Legacy Fund, in recognition of a century of grace.
Motion: CIC recommends that Classis approve the Audited Financial Statements for the year
ending Dec 20009.
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5. The Treasurer of Classis provided an information document to CIC about the control and
monitoring mechanisms that are in place.

6. The Clerk has received several requests from other Classis with respect to delegates receiving
compensation for loss of wages attending Synod meetings. CAN currently has no policy
regarding this request and the CIC is not sure at this time if one is required.

7. CIC approves the appointment of Rev. John Luth to replace Rev. Allan Groen as one of three
Regional Pastors serving CAN.

8. CIC approves the appointment of Rick Abma to the Classical Home Missions Committee.

9. CIC approves the appointment of Ron DeVries and Rev. John Luth to the Student Fund
Committee.

10. CIC approves the transferof Re v . R u s sniaittdrial cedeatiblsffronsHope CRC, Stony
Plain to Trinity CRC Edmonton.

11. CIC approves the transferof Re v . Bi | Ministetial credentigsdromsCovenant CRC
Winnipeg to Bethel CRC Edmonton.

12. Rev. Fred Bultman reported on his recent classical appointment to Evergreen CRC Ft.
McMurray; travel costs to Classis were $400-S500.

13. Rev. Gary Bomhof requests that Restorative Justice be granted 15 minutes at a future Classis
meeting. CIC approves a motion that a representative from the local Restorative Justice
Committee makes a presentation at the next CIC meeting before being granted the floor of
Classis.

14. CIC appoints First CRC Rocky Mountain House and Ottewell CRC Edmonton to the Pre-Advice
Committee to CAN concerning an overture from Bethel CRC Lacombe.

Motion: That Classis Alberta North approve the work of the Classical Interim Committee from
November 2009 to February 2010.

Classical Interim Committee members: Herman Berkenbosch, Rev. Fred Bultman, Rev. Martin Mobach
(Chair), Rick Struik (Stated Clerk), Arlene VandeKamp (Assistant to the Stated Clerk), Bill Wildeboer
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< Stewardship

SERVICES

CRC Church Legacy Endowment Fund
What is the Legacy Endowment Fund?

The Legacy Endowment Fund has been, for many years, a way for churches to receive and hold
gifts for specific causes. The program was developed by Barnabas Foundation in the USA and
Christian Stewardship Services in Canada to provide individual churches with all the advantages
of a Foundation without the legal and accounting costs and work of creating and maintaining
their own Foundation. The Legacy Endowment Fund can also be used by a classis (if the classis is
incorporated and registered as a charity) for the support of Classical Ministries and/or the
support of individual congregations.

How Does A Legacy Endowment Fund Receive Assets?
- From immediate cash gifts or gifts of securities.
- From planned gifts structured around the sale of significant assets or pivotal events in life.
- From estate gifts of cash or property.
Why Should A Classis Start A Legacy Endowment Fund?
The current stated purpose of Classis Alberta North is:

- To encourage member congregations to faithful and creative ministry;

- Tojointly undertake ministries of common interest;

- To participate in denominational ministries and governance;

- To hold member congregations mutually accountable for their work of ministry, and to
provide appropriate resources for these ministries.

A Legacy Endowment Fund may be one of the best methods to enhance the fulfillment of this

purpose.

Ministry Opportunities

There are many ministry opportunities available that could make a significant Kingdom impact if
adequate funds were available. However, these opportunities are often left unfulfilled or
perhaps not taken to their full potential because:

- there is not enough money in the budget (as provided by Ministry Shares)

- members of Classis are not aware of other means by which funds can be provided
directly to Classis to support the particular ministries of Classis that are “near and dear
to the donor’s heart”.

By participating in the Legacy Endowment Fund, Classis Alberta North can attract and set aside
large gifts that are used only for those special opportunities or to fund extraordinary ministry
projects. These extraordinary ministry projects are either set out in advance by Classis or can, in
the case of major donations, be designated by a particular donor (with such donor designations
being arrived at in consultation with, and with the approval of, Classis Alberta North).

Member ' s Needs
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The members - individuals and congregations - of Classis Alberta North appreciate the ministry
provided throughout the years by Classis Alberta North; ministry that involves a coordinated
effort of the members (individual and congregational) of Classis Alberta North but that is
currently funded primarily via “ministry shares”. Many members may, if asked and if provided
with the appropriate “mechanism”, wish to enhance and expand the ministry of Classis.
However, many members may worry about the impact a large gift may have on the Classical
Budget with a concern that such a gift may discourage contributions to Classical Ministry Shares.

By establishing and promoting a Legacy Endowment Fund, with clearly defined rules as to the

acceptance of and the use of donated funds, Classis can assure its donors that Legacy gifts will

help the work of Classis continue well into the future.

Features of a Legacy Endowment Fund:

A structure is already in place with CSS to receive and administer gifts of cash and assets (such
as shares and/or securities, life insurance, land, etc.) and the Legacy Endowment Fund would
make use of that structure. Of course, major gifts to Classis can also be made directly to Classis
but if the donor wishes to remain anonymous or if the nature of the gift makes receipt thereof
somewhat complicated (e.g. gifts of appreciated securities), the donor’s preference (or the
preference of Classis) may be that the gift flow initially to CSS.

CSS’ administration of the Fund includes the issuance of tax receipts to donors of gifts made
directly to CSS for the Fund, the stewardly management of the assets in the Fund (a 3.9% return
was achieved in 2009), the provision of an accounting of the Fund (semi-annual reports), and
the distribution of the Fund in accordance with donors’ instructions and/or Fund policies or
instructions of the Endowment Fund Committee. CSS will also provide assistance in creating
ongoing promotional materials.

Can A Classis Create Its Own Foundation Or Endowment Fund?

Absolutely! However, there are significant impediments that often keep such Foundations or
Endowments from being successful over the long-term. Most individual Foundations or
Endowments rely on volunteer boards. Due to continuing “Board turn-over” and differing levels
of expertise or interest, the promotion of the Foundation and the management of the assets
over several decades is often inconsistent. The Legacy Endowment Fund program was
developed in response to the need of many churches to have a consistent, well managed and
promoted Fund which members can direct specific gifts to or can include in their Estate
distribution... or both! And, if Classis wishes to create a Foundation in the future, the
Endowment Fund can be transferred to such a Foundation.

How Does The Legacy Endowment Fund Grow?
While people can give immediate cash gifts to the Fund, most gifts ordinarily flow to
Endowments in the form of Estate Gifts or from large Planned Gifts that are structured around
pivotal events in that person’s life such as the sale of significant assets or as a response to a
particular event in the life of the charity (e.g. the celebration of 100 years of CRC in Northern
Alberta).

The gifts received are invested by CSS under the direction of an Investment Committee
consisting of professionals with investment, banking, legal and insurance experience. The funds
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are pooled to take advantage of scope and size and to obtain a reasonable rate of return within
acceptable risk parameters. The majority of these funds are lent to Christian churches, schools
and seniors’ complexes (in the form of mortgages) thereby providing further ministry growth.

Can An Endowment Fund Discourage Weekly Giving?

Yes, it can if it is not set up properly or if the mission of the Endowment Fund is not
communicated clearly. An Endowment Fund should NOT be designed to cover expenses that
are normally covered by the regular offerings of church members and/or Classical Ministry
Shares. Thus, it is recommended that the use of Endowment Funds be primarily restricted to
special projects or ministry opportunities that are outside the ministry functions of Classis that
are normally funded by Classical Ministry Shares. Generally, the ongoing expenses of Classis
should be funded by Ministry Shares (the regular donations of the members of CAN.)

How Do We Set Up A Church Legacy Endowment Fund?
There are three easy steps to establish a Church Legacy Endowment Fund for Classis Alberta North:

Step One:

Classis Alberta North must pass a resolution to approve the establishment of the Fund
and sign an operating agreement provided by Christian Stewardship Services. Christian
Stewardship Services will also provide Classis Alberta North with samples of Endowment
Fund policies and procedures and other documents needed for the operation of the
Endowment Fund.

Step Two:

Classis Alberta North should appoint an Endowment Fund Committee consisting of three
or more members to promote the Endowment Fund, monitor the different sub-Funds in
it and oversee the distribution of gifts.

Step Three:

The Endowment Fund Committee should publicize the Endowment Fund, its purposes,
and its advantages to the members (churches and individuals) of Classis Alberta North.
CSS will provide promotional materials that are ready to be copied and distributed to
the congregations. These materials include information about the different sub-Funds,
and ways in which church members can contribute to the Legacy Endowment Fund.

Regardless of whether a Legacy Endowment Fund is created, it is recommended that Classis Alberta
North develop a Gift Acceptance Policy to provide guidelines as to:

- the types of gifts that will be accepted. What happens if a lottery-winner wishes to donate?

- the types of donor-designations that are acceptable. Would CAN accept a scholarship
designation that restricts applicants to Edmonton residents only?

- how undesignated gifts will be utilized. What will CAN do if a large (e.g. $100,000),
undesignated Estate gift is received? (Charities with Endowments or Foundations usually
direct that undesignated major gifts flow to the Endowment or Foundation to allow for a
long-term benefit.)
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What Kinds of sub-Funds Can Be Set Up?
Classis Alberta North can decide which sub-Funds the Legacy Endowment can contain. In the
following example (a prototype used by several individual congregations), there are five clearly
defined sub-Funds. Each sub-Fund is designated as a PermanentlyRestricted Fund or a
TemporarilyRestricted Fund.

Permanently Restricted Funds are designated to be Perpetual Funds providing ongoing
support for a particular ministry goal. Annual income generated by the Perpetual Fund
is disbursed and utilized as set forth in the Endowment policy pertaining to the Fund.

Temporarily Restricted Funds are set aside for a particular goal; when that goal is
achieved the funds can be disbursed. Both income and principal are held in the Legacy
Endowment Fund until the Endowment Fund Committee makes a distribution request
for a qualifying expenditure.

It may be that an individual donor (or group of donors) provides a gift of $25,000.00 or more
intending to establish a new sub-Fund designed to support a ministry that is not currently within
the portfolio of the Classical Endowment Fund or the donor may wish to establish a distribution
plan different than the one designated for a particular Classis sub-Fund. However, all new sub-
Funds or variations in the distribution plan would require the prior approval of the Classical
Endowment Fund Committee and Christian Stewardship Services.

Possible sub-Funds
Missions Support Fund

This Fund could be used to support long-term and/or short term Missions activities that
are sponsored by Classis Alberta North. All contributions to the Mission Support Fund
will be permanently restricted; only the interest income would flow annually. For
example, this could be used for the Cuba Connection ministry.

Christian Education Fund

This Fund (permanently restricted) could be used to provide Classical support of
Christian education. It could be used to attract additional funding for the creation
and/or support of post-secondary scholarships or to assist current pastors or other
church leaders with continuing education.

Capital Building Fund

This Fund could be used to assist capital building projects, to provide financial support
for the purchase of equipment and/or to support unusual maintenance or repairs for a
particular ministry of Classis. All contributions to the Capital Building Fund would be
temporarily restricted; when the goal is achieved, the funds are released for the
qualifying expenditure.

Ministries Fund

This Fund could be used to support special ministry projects that increase the
community impact of Classis Alberta North. Examples may include funding for music
ministry, youth ministry projects, resource acquisitions or other community outreach
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programs such as Mustard Seed or Hope Mission or similar agencies located in Northern
Alberta.

Benevolence Fund

This Fund will provide support for local or national disaster relief or other individual
benevolence needs as approved by Classis. This may also be the Fund that provides
assistance to congregations who have faced the economic costs caused by “Safe Church
Incidents” or this Fund could provide assistance to the individual members who require
assistance (e.g. counseling) in abuse situations.

It is even possible for the Classical Legacy Endowment Fund to have sub-Funds created that are, as per a
specific donor’s request, specifically designated for the long-term benefit of a particular congregation in
Classis Alberta North (each of which is itself a charitable organization). However, to prevent the
administration of the Classical Endowment Fund from becoming too complex, it is recommended that
such sub-Funds only be created to accommodate large donations (e.g. $10,000 or more) and a first
option for handling such a gift would be to inquire if the individual congregation (as the ultimate
beneficiary of the gift) wishes to create its own Legacy Endowment Fund with CSS or its own
Foundation. For smaller congregations, the sub-Fund (under the “umbrella” of the Classical Legacy
Endowment Fund) may be the best choice but it would require the approval of the Classical Endowment
Fund Committee.

Back to God Hour Ministries International

As your representative | attended the most recent meeting of the BTGMI Board on January 28,29, 2010
in Palos Heights, lllinois. Going through airport security in order to be allowed into the US has become
somewhat of an ordeal, but | will not bother you with those details — just give yourself plenty of time
prior to your flight leaving if you are traveling south of the border.

The highlight of our meeting was the interviews with Hernandes Lopeand Milton Ribiero,candidates
for the positions of Executive Director and General Director, respectively, for Portuguese ministry. Both
of these men, who are pastors in the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, were enthusiastically appointed to
their positions. We look forward to working more cooperatively with the Presbyterian Church in
becoming their media arm. This work will be expedited with a brand new communications center, near
Sao Paulo, which will officially open on March 20, 2010. This facility will house both the Portuguese and
Spanish language ministries.

Rev. Paul Mpindi spoke on behalf of the French language Ministry (Perspectives Reformees) which is
focused for the most part in Africa. To my surprise, over half the countries in Africa have significant
French speaking populations. Paul has been engaged in “Stadium events” (think Billy Graham) which
involves training 1300 pastors and preaching to a crowd of 21000 people. This ministry is also
cooperates with World Missions in Haiti. The work of the new established follow-up centre was just
getting off the ground when the earthquake struck. The situation is being closely monitored and
hopefully this ministry may be used by the Lord for Christian revival and renewal.

Rev. Steven Koster gave us an update on the English ministry; it is definitely no longer the Back to God
Hour as many of us have come to know it. Now known as ReFrame Media it uses audio, print, video and
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internet programming streams to show how God reveals, revives and renews. | would really encourage
you to go to www.reframe-media.com to determine how and where these programs can assist the local
churches. For example, if you are looking for some ideas Re your Web page, check out “Church Juice” or,
if you are thinking of beginning an English-as-a-second language program, check out “Spotlight”. The
back to God Hour radio program is also undergoing a significant change. It will now be known as
“Groundwork” and will be a cooperative venture with “Words of Hope”, the media program for the
Reformed Church of America.

A budget for the 2010/11 fiscal year was approved. Last year some severe cutbacks were imposed on
the various ministry partners due to the economic downturn. Thus far revenue income is about as
budgeted and hopefully we may plan for increased ministry opportunities. We deeply value and
appreciate your continued support.

| thank you for the opportunity to serve you on the BTGMI Board. | hope, in the near future to meet with
you personally; in the meantime feel free to contact me a gbomhof@firstcrcreddeer.org

In Christ,
Gerrit J. Bomhof, Board Member

Classis Home Missions Committee

The committee met on November 6 and January 20™. The members of CHMC are Bruce Gritter, Bernie
Kolkman, Henry Steenbergen, Peter Tuininga and Anne VanderHoek (with Rick Abma to be affirmed by
classis).

CHMC continues to hear updates from Victor Ko regarding the blessings and challenges of MosaicHouse
and supports Victor accordingly. CHMC feels that it's important for classis to hear regular updates from
Victor regarding MosaicHouse and their ongoing church planting efforts.

CHMC continues to have discussions about plans for future church planting in Classis Alberta North and
what this might look like especially in light of the present budget constraints for Home Missions on a
denominational level. Martin Contant (our regional Home Missions representative) has met with CHMC
to participate in these discussions and has informed us that the maximum funding for new church plants
from Home Missions will now be around $75,000 instead of the previous $200,000. Future church
plants will now require more funding at the Classis and/or local level. CHMC is looking into fundraising
ideas such as a fundraising dinner(s) for people who have a passion to plant new churches in our region.
CHMC is looking at how this could be incorporated into the 100" year celebration of the CRCin
Edmonton.

Part of CHMC’s mandate is to encourage established CRC churches in Classis Alberta North in their
outreach endeavours. CHMC hopes to have time at a future classis meeting to explore this issue more
at the classical level.
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CHMC wants to make it known to the churches that CHMC has been authorized by Classis Alberta North
to provide financial support for special outreach ministry projects proposed and initiated by
congregations within classis. There is a protocol for churches to make applications to CHMC for this
funding. Take note that these grants are available for up to $3000 or one-half of the projected costs of
the project, whichever is least.

Recommendations:

1. That Victor Ko speak to Classis to provide an update on the blessings and challenges of the
MosaicHouse church plant.
2. That Henry Steenbergen speak to Classis on behalf of CHMC.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of CHMC,
Henry Steenbergen (chair of CHMC)

Time Schedule
(Updated February 17, 2010)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10,2010

Time | Agenda ltem Presenter Agenda pg.

12:30 | Gathering and Coffee

1:00 | Welcome and Introductions Rev. Fred Bultman, Chair
1:05 | Opening Devotions Rev. Richard deLange (Trinity CRC)
1:20 | Roll Call Rick Struik, Stated Clerk

Signing of the Form of Subscription Rev. Fred Bultman, Chair

Seating Deacon Delegates
Classis Declared Constituted
Review Time Schedule

1:30 | CIC Report Rick Struik, Stated Clerk p.9
2:00 | Campus Ministry Report Rick VanManen, Campus Chaplain p. 4
2:30 | Classis Youth Consultant Report Ron DeVries p. 21
3:00 | Nominating Committee Bill Wildeboer

3:15 | Coffee Break

3:30 | Exam for License to Exhort T Rebecca Warren

500 | The Kingds Uni ver si t y Shannon Tuininga p. 17
5:15 | Supper Devotions Dr. Harry Fernhou

5:30 | Supper

7:00 | Faith Formation Committee of the CRC Howard Vanderwell p. 14
9:25 | Announcements Rick Struik, Stated Clerk

9:30 | Closing Prayer Classis Chaplain
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THURSDAY, MARCH 11,2010

Time | Agenda Item Presenter Agenda pg.
8:30 | Gathering and Coffee
9:00 | Welcome Rev. Fred Bultman, Chair
Roll Call [changes only] Rick Struik, Stated Clerk
Form of subscription [if needed]
Seating Deacon Delegates
9:15 | Devotions Rev. Richard deLange (Trinity CRC)
9:30 | Director of Canadian Ministries Rev. Bruce Adema
9:50 | 100™ Anniversary Committee Ron Knol
10:00 | Endowment Fund Ron Knol supplement
10:15 | Coffee Break
10:30 | Classical Consultant i Pastor Church Relations Rev. Walt Brouwer p. 16
10:50 | Nominating Committee Bill Wildeboer
11:00 | Annual Meeting of the Association Rev. Martin Mobach p. 4
and Financial Reports Ellen Vlieg-Paquette, Treasurer
11:15 | Church Visitors / Counselors Report
11:50 | Lunch devotions Harold Roscher, Classis Chaplain
12:00 | Lunch
1:00 | Overture from Bethel CRC, Lacombe p. 22
1:30 | Northern Alberta Diaconal Consultant Henry Bosch p. 11
1:45 | CRWRC Roy Berkenbosch p. 10
2:00 | Home Missions Rev. Henry Steenbergen supplement
2:30 | World Missions Mobilizer Hans Huizinga
2:45 | Citizens for Public Justice Daryl Exelby
3:00 | Credentials Committee Delegates of Bethel Lacombe and
Covenant Rocky Mountain House
3:15 | Discussion: Form of Subscription Rev. Bruce Gritter
4:00 | Closing Comments and Prayer Rev. Dan Meinema, Vice Chair
Classis Alberta North Supplemental Agenda - March 2010 Page 11




