
GUIDELINES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

FOR ALBERTA NORTH CLASSICAL APPOINTMENTS

CRITERIA FOR RECEIVING AND SENDING CONGREGATIONS:  Ordinarily, congregations with pastoral vacancies may request two full Sundays of Classical Appointments per month (Sep - Jun).  All congregations with ordained preaching Pastors (except when the sole preaching Pastor is on sabbatical or leave) are expected to take their turns as Sending Congregations.

FAR NORTH CHURCHES:    Due to the current small number of Alberta North pastoral vacancies, Classis has also agreed for the 2011/12 year to provide 2 Classical Appointments (and travel expenses) to each of the three congregations located in the more distant northern regions of the province:  Faith Fellowship CRC of Fairview, Evergreen CRC of Fort McMurray, and the LaGlace CRC. 
TRAVEL EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT:  By Classis ruling, the Receiving Congregation is to reimburse the visiting preacher for travel expenses at the Classis-approved rate ($0.50/km).   EXCEPTION:  Classis will cover travel expenses for assignments to the three congregations in the far north.  Requests for reimbursement should be submitted by the visiting preacher, using the Classis expense reimbursement form that can be downloaded from the Classis website (www.classisalbertanorth.org).  For those visiting preachers who reside where there is access to rental vehicles, it is Classis policy that such rentals should be used for trips in excess of 250 kilometers.  For trips to Fort McMurray, Classis will reimburse the cost of air travel.  Direct questions regarding allowable expense reimbursements to our Classis Treasurer, Ellen Vlieg-Paquette (classistreasurer@gmail.com).

CONTACT EACH OTHER:  Persons responsible for “Pulpit Supply” in the Receiving Congregations and visiting preachers from Sending Congregations are responsible for contacting one another regarding worship times, preaching texts, liturgies, etc.

“TRADES” between Sending Congregations are allowed but should be cleared with the Receiving Congregation and any Pastors involved.

ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS:  If a Sending Congregation or Pastor is unable to meet this schedule, it is the Sending Congregation’s responsibility to make alternative arrangements promptly and directly with the Receiving Congregation.  (Please do not call the Classis Interim Committee.)

SUMMER MONTHS:  No appointments will be scheduled for July or August.  Congregations may apply with Calvin Theological Seminary if they wish to engage a summer student intern.

NO LONGER VACANT?:  If a new Pastor arrives at a Receiving Congregation within the time frame of a published Classical Appointment schedule, it is the Receiving Congregation’s responsibility promptly to inform the Sending Congregation(s) that the scheduled Classical Appointments are no longer required.

LIST OF ADDITIONAL ALBERTA NORTH PREACHERS:  Congregations with pastoral vacancies and Sending Congregations are both welcome to make use of the published contact list of additional ordained Pastors and Ministry Associates in Classis Alberta North, as well as those licensed to exhort.

