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Minutes 
146TH MEETING OF CLASSIS ALBERTA NORTH OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

March 10-11, 2010 

The King’s University College, Edmonton 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions:  Rev. Fred Bultman, Chair of Classis, welcomed the delegates and introduced 

some guests:  Rev. Bruce Adema, Rev. Howard Vanderwell, and Chaplain Harold Roscher. 

2. Opening devotions were led by Rev. Richard DeLange, pastor of Trinity CRC Edmonton.  We sang a song, and 

Rev. DeLange led us in prayer and brought a short message, followed by another song.    

3. The Chair called the meeting to order at 12:50 p.m.  The roll was called by the Stated Clerk. 

Church    Pastor         Elder/Deacon   

 Barrhead Rev. Dan Meinema Bill Wever    

 Edm Bethel Comm. Rev. Bill Tuininga Arnie Steenbergen    

 Edm Centrepointe ---- Daryl Hagens    

 Edm Covenant Ken Vis Wally Mulder    

 Edm Fellowship ----- Marian Williams, August Guillaume  

 Edm First ----- Nick Knoppers, Wilma McLaughlin  

 Edm Inglewood Rev. John Ooms Ryan Wyngarrden    

 Edm Maranatha Rev. Art Verboon Chris Toornstra    

 Edm Ottewell Rev. Martin Mobach Peter Jonkman    

 Edm So Mang ----- -----     

 Edm The River Rev. Bruce Gritter Kathy Dempsey-Glegloff    

 Edm Trinity Rev. Richard DeLange Trudy Quartel   

 Edm West End Rev. Gordon Pols Ron Abma     

 Edson-Peers Rev. Paul Van Stralen Hank Fousert    

 Fairview – Faith Fell. ----- Jack de Jong    

 Ft. McMurray Rev. George Holthof ----    

 Lacombe – Bethel Rev. Mike Vandyk August Luymes    

 Lacombe - Wolf Creek Harry Valstar Ken Vanderwekken    

 Lacombe – Woodynook Rev. Neil deKoning Ed Drost    

 La Glace Rev. Paul Birnbaum Raube DenKema    

 Leduc – Ebenezer ---- Lieuwe Bruinsma, John Wassink   

Vision/Mission Statement (adopted March 2, 2004) 

The purpose of Classis Alberta North is: 

 To encourage member congregations to faithful and creative ministry; 

 To jointly undertake ministries of common interest;  

 To participate in denominational ministries and governance; 

 To hold member congregations mutually accountable for their work of ministry, 
and to provide appropriate resources for the same. 
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 Neerlandia Rev. Randy Blacketer Pete Schuring    

 Ponoka – Sonrise Rev. Maurice Boonstra Ben Meyer    

 Red Deer – First Rev. Gary Bomhof Cor Pikkert    

 Red Deer - New Life Rev. Henry Steenbergen John Asmundson    

 Rimbey Rev. Bill Nieuwenhuis Tom Buist    

 Rocky – Covenant Rev. Nic Wolmarans Adrian Blaak    

 Rocky – First Rev. Len Batterink Brenda Boodt    

 St. Albert Rev. John Luth Henry Vogelaar    

 Stony Plain – Hope Rev. Fred Bultman Stephanie Mills    

 

4. Opening Procedures 

4.1. The Form of Subscription was signed by a number of first time delegates. 

4.2. Classis was declared constituted by the Chair, Rev. Fred Bultman.  Rev. Dan Meinema will serve as 

Vice-Chair. 

4.3. Motion to seat deacon delegates.  Carried. 

4.4. Members of the Balloting Committee, Credentials Committee, and the Advisory Committee for an 

overture were identified. 

 

5. Stated Clerk Report and Classical Interim Committee Report:  The Stated Clerk led us through the report and 

made the following motions: 

5.1. that the alternate position on the CIC becomes a permanent position.  Carried. 

5.2. that Evergreen CRC receive four classical appointments per year for 2010 to be reviewed annually; 

air travel expenses will be paid by Classis.  Carried.   

5.3. that Classis approve up to $11,000 for the 100th Anniversary worship service expenditure and that 

this expense be taken out of surplus Classis funds.  Deferred. 

5.4. that Classis authorize the CIC to enter into an agreement with Christian Stewardship Services to set 

up a CAN Legacy Fund, in recognition of a century of grace.  Deferred. 

5.5. that the Financial Statements of CAN for the fiscal year ending Dec 2009 be approved. Deferred. 

5.6. that Classis Alberta North approve the work of the Classical Interim Committee from November 

2009 to February 2010.  Carried. 

 

6. Campus Ministry:  Rick VanManen reported that the campus ministry committee will be exploring the 

possibility of reorganizing the campus ministry as a multi-campus ministry involving NAIT, Grant MacEwan 

and the University of Alberta. They hope to invite King’s to participate in these discussions as well. 

6.1. Grant MacEwan has a student enrolment of about 14,000 and NAIT has about 40,000 students.  

6.2. There can hardly be any doubt that with so many students there are virtually endless opportunities 

to advance the Kingdom of God. To this end the Campus Ministry Committee will work towards: 

6.2.1. A rearticulating of the core values of the campus ministry 

6.2.2. Envisioning what a multi-campus ministry might look like (i.e. team ministry, 

interdenominational ministry). 

6.2.3. Producing an accurate assessment of MacEwan and NAIT including the openness of these 

institutions to campus ministry (MacEwan has generally been closed to the idea in the past). 
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6.2.4. A possible restructuring of the campus ministry committee to better reflect the current 

academic situation in Edmonton. 

6.3. Rick emphasized that CRC students frequently do not know that he is there at the University; 

delegates are encouraged to invite him to preach at their churches, to help increase exposure to the 

Campus Ministry.   

6.4. Words of thanks and encouragement to Rick were offered. 

 

7. Classis Youth Consultant Report:  Ron DeVries spoke about how listening to each others’ stories is crucial.  

Churches are finding that average literacy rates are at a lower level which creates a problem for 

communicating to our youth.  Can they understand the story of the gospel if we use only the language that 

the older generation is familiar with?  We must take on the serious challenge to tell the story in authentic 

ways.   

 

8. Youth Ministries Committee:  Rev. Dan Meinema reviewed the motion from the committee report: 

8.1. Motion:  that Classis Alberta North pay mileage for the committee members of standing 

committees effective as of the close of this meeting on March 11, 2010.   

8.2. The Motion was amended:  that Classis adopt the motion in principle and that the CIC be instructed 

to formulate a new Travel Policy for Standing Committees of CAN to be approved at the next Classis 

meeting.  Carried.    

 

9. Nominating Committee:  Bill Wildeboer, chair of the committee, explained the process to nominate and 

elect delegates to Synod. 

9.1. Motion that Rev. Dan Meinema be appointed as one of the two minister delegates to Synod.  

Carried. 

9.2. Ballots were distributed to nominate a second minister delegate and alternates.   After voting, it was 

determined that:  

9.2.1. Rev. Henry Steenbergen will be the second minister delegate.   

9.2.2. Rev. John Luth will be the alternate to Rev. Dan Meinema  

9.2.3. Rev. Karen Norris will be the alternate to Rev. Henry Steenbergen. 

9.3. There were five nominees for elder delegates to Synod. The Chair ruled that the two nominees with 

the highest number of votes be elected as delegates to Synod, and the nominees with the third and 

fourth highest number of votes be elected as the alternates.  The voting determined that:  

9.3.1. The first elder delegate will be August Guillaume from Fellowship CRC Edmonton.  

9.3.2. The second elder delegate will be Co Vanderlaan from West End CRC of Edmonton.   

9.3.3. The first alternate will be Henry Vogelaar from St. Albert CRC.  

9.3.4. The second alternate will be Ryan Wyngaarden from Inglewood CRC of Edmonton. 

9.4. Selected by ballot (appointed or re-appointed) to various classical committees were: 

Sandy Blacketer  Youth Ministry Committee 

Rick Abma  Home Missions Committee 

Rev. John Luth  Regional Pastor 

Ron DeVries  Student Fund Committee 

Rev. John Luth  Student Fund Committee 

Rev. Gary Bomhof  Classis Interim Committee 

Rev. Roy Berkenbosch Campus Ministry Committee 
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Janet Greidanus  Pastor Church Relations Committee 

Rev. Melle Pool  Pastor Church Relations Committee 

Joanne Munro  Pastor Church Relations Committee 

Rev. Mike Vandyk  Pastor Church Relations Committee 

Ann VanderHoek  Home Missions Committee 

Loretta Stadt  NADC Board 

Bill Wildeboer  Classis Interim Committee 

 

10. Classis Chaplain, Harold Roscher, gave a brief report about his ministry with the Native Healing Centre.  The 

number of people being served has increased in the last year.   Harold spoke about how a typical native 

worship time is held, and mentioned that he is available to lead this type of worship in other locations, upon 

invitation.  

 

11. Examination for License to Exhort 

11.1. Rebecca Warren has applied for a license to exhort in Classis Alberta North.  Motion:  to declare that 

there is need for exhorters in Classis Alberta North.  Carried. 

11.2. Rev. Allan Groen presented the sermon critique on behalf of himself and elder Harold Thys from 

Trinity CRC Edmonton.  Rebecca Warren preached on the assigned text (Matthew 13) at Centrepointe 

CRC in January 2010.  Two other sermons in printed form were also critiqued. 

11.3. Motion to proceed.  Carried. 

11.4. Rev. Karen Norris led us in the biblical/theological exam and there was opportunity to ask questions.  

There were a few questions from the floor. 

11.5. Harold Roscher, Classis Chaplain, led us in prayer for God’s guidance. 

11.6. The chair called for executive session. 

11.7. Motion:  to approve a license to exhort for Rebecca Warren.  Motion was carried by ballot. 

 

12. The King’s University College:  Senior Development Officer, Shannon Tuininga, reported that enrolment at 

King’s stands at 656 students.  King’s is working on a strategic development document as well as the 

creation of a Centre for Leadership Development. Congregations are encouraged to invite a representative 

from King’s to congregational meetings. Shannon thanked the congregations for their vital ongoing support 

which is very much appreciated. 

 

13. Supper Break:  Devotions were led by Dr. Harry Fernhout, the President of King’s University College, after 

which a hearty and healthy supper was provided by the cooks at King’s.   

 

14. Faith Formation Committee:  After supper, we reconvened at 7:00 p.m. in the Atrium at Kings, with some 

additional guests from various churches.  Rev. Howard Vanderwell, Chair of the Faith Formation Committee, 

gave a presentation.  This 8 person committee was appointed by Synod 2007 with a five year mandate to 

“deepen the integration of biblical teaching; confessional norms; church polity; and liturgical, education, and 

pastoral practices in the CRC with respect to (1) participation in the Lord’s Supper and (2) public profession of 

faith.”   Rev. Vanderwell spoke further on the mandate of this committee, relevant decisions by recent CRC 

Synods, issues calling for attention in the CRCNA today, healthy practices that are developing, and a 
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preliminary proposal to Synod 2010.  Those in attendance received a four page discussion paper, and later 

broke into small groups for discussion and to provide feedback. 

 

15. On Thursday we gathered at 9:00 a.m. and the chair welcomed the delegates. 

 

16. The Chair called for roll call changes.  Several first time delegates signed the form of subscription. The 

following delegates were at Classis for Wednesday only:   

Church    Elder/Deacon 

Barrhead   Bill Wever 

Edm Fellowship   Vicky VanAndel 

Edm First   Dan Vriend 

Edm West End   Carolyn Dieleman-Booth 

17. Opening devotions were led by Rev. Richard DeLange.  We sang a hymn, Rev. DeLange read from Matthew 

4, and brought a short message. 

 

18. Director of Canadian Ministries, Rev. Bruce Adema, brought greetings from the CRC’s Denominational Office 

in Burlington, Ontario, and mentioned how pleased he was to be at this Classis meeting since this is where 

he was first ordained, and served at St. Albert CRC.  He spoke for a few moments about how the CRC is 

connected to various other denominations in Canada and is seen as a large, solid body which provides 

leadership.  Rev. Adema is also the president of the Canadian Council of Churches.  He spoke about 

expanding Aboriginal Ministries and encouraged congregations to stimulate reconciliation with the native 

communities in their areas.  Rev. Adema thanked the congregations for their support of denominational 

ministries. 

 

19. Classis Alberta North 100th Anniversary Committee:  Ron Knol informed Classis that 2010 will mark the 100th 

year of the CRC in Northern Alberta.  First CRC, Edmonton (organized on Oct 21, 1910) invites the sister 

congregations of Classis Alberta North to join in “Celebrating a Century of Grace”.  A music and worship 

celebration has been scheduled to take place at the Edmonton Winspear Centre at 4 p.m. on October 17, 

2010.   Seating capacity at the Winspear is 1900 people.  All churches are asked to set this date aside and, if 

possible, refrain from planning anything else on that weekend. 

19.1. Motion:  CIC recommends that Classis approve up to $11,000 for the 100th Anniversary worship 

service expenditure and that this expense be taken out of surplus Classis funds.  Carried.   

 

20. Endowment Fund:  Ron Knol outlined how an endowment fund works and also referred us to the detailed 

information in the Supplemental Agenda.   

20.1. Motion:  CIC recommends that Classis authorize the CIC to enter into an agreement with Christian 

Stewardship Services to set up a Classis Alberta North Legacy Fund, in recognition of a century of 

grace.  A lengthy period of questions and answers followed. 

20.2. Motion to refer the proposal back to the CIC in order to work out more detail.  Defeated.  

20.3. The original Motion was once again placed on the table. Carried.  

 

21. Classis Consultant – Pastor Church Relations: Rev. Walt Brouwer gave a presentation focussing on how to 

take a “better snapshot” of pastors on their journey in ministry.  Delegates were given a form to indicate 
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their willingness to participate in a pilot project on pastoral evaluations. Details of Rev. Brouwer’s proposal 

to improve pastoral evaluations are in a document available on the Classis Alberta North website 

(www.classisalbertanorth.org). 

 

22. Meeting of the Association of Classis Alberta North: Ellen Vlieg-Paquette, treasurer, presented the financial 

reports.  The following motions were brought forward:  

22.1. to approve the Financial Statements of Classis Alberta North for the fiscal year ending December 31, 

2009.  Carried. 

22.2. to accept the signed Auditor's Report from Halpert Monsma, Chartered Accountants, which 

accompanied the Financial Statements for the fiscal year 2009; these statements were found to be 

in good order. Carried. 

22.3. to appoint Halpert Monsma, Chartered Accounts, as Auditors for the fiscal year 2010. Carried. 

22.4. to approve the appointment of Fred Bultman as Director of the Society replacing Neil de Koning. 

Carried. 

22.5. to amend Bylaw 13 of the Society to change current four directors to read five directors in addition 

to Stated Clerk.  Carried. 

22.6. to approve the appointment of Gary Bomhof as Director of the Society.  Carried. 

22.7. The meeting was adjourned. 

 

A sincere word of thanks was extended to our treasurer and to the CIC for due diligence. 

 

23. Lunch Devotions were led by Harold Roscher, Classis Chaplain, and we enjoyed lunch together. 

 

24. Northern Alberta Diaconal Consultant, Henry Bosch, reviewed some aspects of his report from the Agenda 

and expanded on it. He also showed a 3-minute video which will be sent to all the church diaconates for 

potential use. 

 

25. CRWRC representative, Quentin Nanninga, showed a 10-minute video on how CRWRC offers help in 

countries all over the world that have experienced disaster. 

 

26. Pastor Advisor for CRWRC and director of Micah Centre at Kings, Rev. Roy Berkenbosch, gave a powerpoint 

presentation outlining more detail on CRWRC, such as: 

26.1. Sustainable development practices. 

26.2. Thanks for helping provide emergency assistance to 800,000 people.  

26.3. Thanks for donations during 2009 of over $6 million for regular programming and $8 million for the 

Haiti response (1/2 from Canadian churches and 3.5 million of this is eligible for matching grants). 

26.4. During 2009, there were 60,000 hours of volunteer hours. 

26.5. Classis Alberta North has been one of the most supportive in the entire denomination.  

26.6. Having said that, donations average out to $7.09 per member; we could do better! 

26.7. Prayer was requested for financial challenges that have resulted in reduced staff, for other staff 

working in stressful situations, for the directors, and for wisdom that CRWRC might flourish in every 

growing outreach. 

26.8. Motion that the Stated Clerk of CAN send a note of thanks to Jacob Kramer upon his retirement 

from CRWRC.  Carried. 
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26.9. What can the congregations do?  Keep the needs of the poor before your congregations; join a work 

project; do your sabbatical with CRWRC; invite Roy Berkenbosch to come speak at your church or 

other function; help nominate board members. 

 

27. Classical Home Missions Committee 

27.1. Rev. Henry Steenbergen reported that Home Missions on the denominational  level is facing financial 

shortages, which means that there will not be as much money available to support church planting in 

the future. CHMC is looking into alternate funding methods to enable us to continue to look at future 

church plants in light of this reduced funding by Home Missions.  He also asked Classis to consider 

allocating an evening at an upcoming Classis meeting to explore how we can encourage established 

churches in their outreach endeavours. 

27.2. Rev. Victor Ko, pastor of MosaicHouse, reported on some of the joys and challenges faced by his 

congregation.  Since they now have more than 60 people, too many for a house church, The River 

Community Church has purchased a new venue for the use of MosaicHouse (address is 3953-114 St.).  

They will have their opening service at 10:30 a.m. on Easter Sunday; churches are invited to send a 

delegate to this service.  Rev. Ko reminded us that making disciples and loving your neighbours is a 

lifestyle choice.  Pray for encouragement! 

27.3. Rev. Bruce Gritter said a few words about increasing the church planting movement in Edmonton. 

27.4. Rev. Martin Contant, regional leader for Christian Reformed Home Missions in Western Canada, 

briefly reported on church planting development and plans, such as cultivating diverse leaders, 

partnering with churches, developing campus ministry, and establishing a regional resource network.  

 

28. Church Visitors 

28.1. Wally Mulder read a report prepared by Harry Cook and Rev. John Pasma on their visit to Hope CRC in 

Stony Plain, on December 15, 2009.   

28.2. Rev. Gary Bomhof gave a verbal report on his visit to Rimbey CRC; he was asked to send a follow up 

written report.   

28.3. Bill Wildeboer reminded church visitors to do their visits and send a copy of the report to him. 

28.4. Rev. John Ooms reported on Edson CRC.  Rev. Ooms is the counsellor for Edson CRC and this report 

marks the conclusion of his assignment as counsellor. 

28.5. Rev. Allan Groen, counsellor for First CRC, reported on their progress in seeking a new pastor. 

28.6. Rev. Neil DeKoning reported that Wolf Creek CRC in Lacombe is in the process of extending a call. 

 

29. Overture from Bethel CRC, Lacombe, regarding deacon delegates at Classis 

29.1. The overture was presented in the Classis Agenda on p. 22.  

29.2. The Chair advised the delegates what procedure Classis will follow and asked the Advisory Committee 

to bring forward their report. 

29.3. The Advisory Committee members are the delegates of First CRC Rocky Mountain House and Ottewell 

CRC Edmonton.  Rev. Len Batterink presented the report of the Advisory Committee which came to 

the conclusion that “The Lacombe Bethel overture has merit and we thank the council for bringing this 

matter before us.  However, we believe that there are unaddressed issues that need to be resolved 

before we make a change.”  The Advisory Committee recommended the following:  “That Classis not 

accede to the overture and that it encourage the Bethel council to engage in further study of this 

matter and bring a more complete overture to Classis at a future date.” 
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29.4. By way of procedure, the Chair asked Bethel CRC Lacombe if they wish to continue with their original 

motion before Classis dealt with the Advisory Committee’s motion. Rev. Mike VanDyk responded 

with appreciation for the work of the Advisory Committee and commented:   

29.4.1. having deacons present would eliminate the need for the separate seating of deacons 

29.4.2. allowing deacon delegates opens it up a bit more to women and younger persons who are 

more likely to be deacons rather than elders 

29.4.3. deacons would benefit from hearing first-hand about the work of CRWRC, NADC, and 

financial matters 

29.4.4. deacons would benefit from sharing the passion of the verbal reports at Classis. 

29.5. Bethel CRC Lacombe wishes to bring forward the original overture.  Motion:  The Council of Bethel 

Christian Reformed Church of Lacombe overtures Classis Alberta North to have churches send three 

delegates (pastor, elder, deacon) to the meetings of Classis.  Discussion followed.     

29.6. Motion to table the overture in order to test the body.  Carried. 

29.7. Motion:  That Classis not accede to the overture and that it encourage the Bethel CRC Council to 

engage in further study of this matter and bring a more complete overture to Classis at a future 

date.  Carried. 

 

30. World Missions Mobilizer, Hans Huizinga, encouraged the delegates to continue to support mission work in 

their own families, neighbourhoods, and world-wide through their congregations. We live in a troubled and 

disturbed world, but it is through forming relationships that God is able to use us to make His progress.  

There is so much to be done in physical help, so much need in spiritual restoration. God calls us to be His 

ambassadors, and if we are not willing to go out to the nations, God will bring them to us and give us the 

opportunity to reach out at home. Mr. Huizinga encouraged all of us, and especially the pastors, to consider 

going on a Short Term Mission trip.  He thanked the delegates for their support. 

 

31. Classis Credentials Committee:  Delegates of Bethel CRC (Lacombe), and Covenant CRC (Rocky Mountain 

House). 

31.1. Ottewell CRC Edmonton is looking forward to receiving their church visit. 

31.2. Trinity CRC Edmonton asked for assistance for ministry to seniors.  The delegates of Trinity CRC were 

later reminded by the Stated Clerk that this request was brought to Classis one year ago, and they 

were advised at that time to bring an overture to Classis. 

31.3. The River CRC Edmonton had three requests: 

31.3.1. to have a future discussion at Classis on being a Missional church.  Referred to CIC. 

31.3.2. that Classical appointments only cover the morning service. The River CRC was asked to bring 

this request via overture to CAN.   

31.3.3. that Classis be held on a weekend instead of weekdays.  Referred to CIC. 

31.4. Ebenezer CRC Leduc asked for prayer for their building project. 

31.5. First CRC Rocky Mountain House requested that the Classical appointment schedule be based on the 

number of active pastors instead of the number of congregations.  Referred to CIC. 

31.6. Evergreen CRC Ft McMurray thanked Classis for all their help, and invited Classis to meet in Ft. 

McMurray in October 2010. 

31.7. Ottewell CRC Edmonton suggested that the Classical Ministries Committee could produce a DVD on 

the various classical ministries, for distribution to the churches.  Referred to CMC. 
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31.8. Bethel CRC Edmonton requested that Classis allow Tony Maan to administer the sacraments, by way 

of an exception to the rule.  Credentials Committee moved to accede to Bethel CRC’s request that 

Tony Mann, being a former CRC minister, now available for call, be allowed to administer the 

sacraments at Bethel CRC.  Carried. 

 

32. Form of Subscription:  Rev. Bruce Gritter is on the Synodical Study Committee regarding office bearers and 

the form of subscription.  A working document entitled “A Covenant for Officebearers in the Christian 

Reformed Church” was provided for the delegates. The delegates held a discussion in small groups and 

feedback was given to Rev. Gritter.   

 

33. Classical Leadership Team Chairperson, Rev. Neil DeKoning, reported briefly on the work of this committee.  

Other committee members are Bernice Ooms and Rick Mast.  They are working with students in their 

journey towards ministry.  In light of the presentation of King’s University College, they will establish contact 

with King’s to pursue cooperation in the development of a Centre of Leadership. 

 

34. Back to God Ministries International Representative, Rev. Gary Bomhof, distributed a new brochure for this 

ministry (note name change; formerly called Back to God Hour).  The broadcast as we know it is ending 

sometime in April and will be reborn with a new name, “Groundwork,” working in conjunction with the 

Reformed Church of America. 

 

35. The Chair thanked the delegates for their participation and attention.  The Vice Chair thanked the Chair for 

his excellent work in leading us through a busy time schedule, and led us in a closing prayer.   We 

spontaneously sang “Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow”. 

 

36. The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

 

 

The next Classis meeting is scheduled for October 20 & 21, 2010. 

Location to be announced.  


